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2 April 1965

- FA )
The Honorable Cyrus Vance
eputy Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
»ashington, 1. C.

i'ear Cy:

Attached {s a copy of a letier delivered to e by STAT
yestarday. It concerns the project that you and [ have discussed and
which you intend to go into when you are in 3t. Louis later this maomth.
STAT. [ lis prepared to have his r&preuntatiwt ready in 5t. Louis if
: this niests your canvenieace.

You will note in the final paragraph,| atates they STAT
can accomplish an engine deraomstration program in nine months at
a cost of 2.5 million. S5uch a program would dermonstirate the feasi-
bility of operating a liquid hydrogen fueled rocket engine under con-
trolled comditions at 3, 600 pounds pressure.

STAT! 1 found | | in whom I have 2 grest deal of confidence,
very sathusiastic over the potantiality of this engine. He feoels they
bave a real ‘“break through' at hand which could have inany applications
in addition to the project you and I have discussed, and therefore he
urges our inunediate and thoughtful coneideration of his proposal that
we iund the engine demonstration.

v I am inclined to belleve that we should have this engine and
the project studied on an urgent basis with the idea of making a judg -~
ment as to whether it would be worth sur while to adopt the syster:.

1 am not uninindfol of the fact however, that we are falking about a
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progra which ultimately will cost sevecal hundred millions of
i dollars and will require sevezsl years. If successiul, however, it
; appears to e to be a most useful article for a variety of reasons.

| Let's discuse upon my return next week.

sincerely,

John A&, MeCone

Attachuient

Distribution:
Original and 1 - addressee w/ attch.
1 - DCI ehrono
1 - DC] SST file w/ attch.
1 - DCI Defense file w/ attch. v~
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